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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 
On page 2 of the Specification, line 8, the question marks should be 

removed and replaced by the serial number of the application. Further, the 
status of each application (abandoned, pending, or the patent number) must be 
provided immediately after the filing date. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. The indicated allowability of claims 6-14 and 20-27 is withdrawn in view of 
the newly discovered reference(s). Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and 
distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the liquid inlet" in line 1 . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

6. Claim 25 recites the limitation "the dispensers" in line 2. It is noted that 
claim 25 depends from claim 20 which recites "a dispenser." There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for "dispensers" claim 25. 
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7. Claims 26 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. Applicant recited that the filter 
housing is located on either a low pressure side of itself ("the filter housing") or a 
high pressure side of itself ("the filter housing"). It is unclear to the examiner how 
a filter housing can be located on itself, regardless of a low pressure side or a 
high pressure side. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for 
purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the 
international application designated the United States and was published under Article 
21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 6, 10-14, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Hammonds (US Pat No 6,337,024). 

Hammonds teaches a filter (106), a liquid conduit (36, 38) for directing a 
liquid stream therethrough, a cap (24) having a sealing member (Fig. 6), a 
dispensing device (16) located in a transition region with said dispensing device 
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secured to said liquid conduit and mounted on a container wall (104) so as to 
maintain the dispensing device directly in the liquid stream with said dispensing 
device comprising a dispensing container (20) having a liquid dispensable 
material contained therein for dispensing the liquid dispensable material at a first 
rate when the there is no liquid flow through the liquid conduit and at a second 
rate in response to liquid flowing through the liquid conduit (col. 5, lines 26-42). 

10. Claims 6-8, 10-13, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Brandreth, III (US Pat No 6,267,886). 

Brandreth, III teaches a filter (53), a diverter (32, 36), a liquid conduit (51 , 
52) for directing a liquid stream therethrough, a cap (22, 21) having a threaded 
sealing member (27), a dispensing device (30) located in a transition region with 
said dispensing device secured to said liquid conduit so as to maintain the 
dispensing device directly in the liquid stream with said dispensing device 
comprising a dispensing container (31 , 32, 33) having a liquid dispensable 
material contained therein for dispensing the liquid dispensable material at a first 
rate when the there is no liquid flow through the liquid conduit and at a second 
rate in response to liquid flowing through the liquid conduit (Fig. 3). 

11. Claims 6-8 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Maglio et al. (US Pat No 4,908,190). 

Maglio et al. teach a diverter (66), a liquid conduit (28, 30, 32) for directing 
a liquid stream therethrough, a cap (20, 50) having a threaded sealing member 
(24, 52), a dispensing device (12) located in a transition region with said 
dispensing device secured to said liquid conduit so as to maintain the dispensing 
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device directly in the liquid stream with said dispensing device comprising a 
dispensing container having a liquid dispensable material contained therein for 
dispensing the liquid dispensable material at a first rate when the there is no 
liquid flow through the liquid conduit and at a second rate in response to liquid 
flowing through the liquid conduit (col. 4, lines 26-40). 

1 2. Claims 6-8 and 1 0-1 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Johnson et al. (US Pat No 4,691 ,732). 

Johnson et al. teach a diverter (30,32), a liquid conduit (14, 16) for 
directing a liquid stream therethrough, a cap (Fig. 1) having a threaded sealing 
member (22, 28), a dispensing device (24) located in a transition region with said 
dispensing device secured to said liquid conduit so as to maintain the dispensing 
device directly in the liquid stream with said dispensing device comprising a 
dispensing container having a liquid dispensable material contained therein for 
dispensing the liquid dispensable material at a first rate when the there is no 
liquid flow through the liquid conduit and at a second rate in response to liquid 
flowing through the liquid conduit (Fig. 1 ). 

13. Claims 6-8, 10-13, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Watson (US Pat No 4,181 ,702). 

Watson teaches a diverter (28), a filter (40), a liquid conduit (53, 54) for 
directing a liquid stream therethrough, a threaded cap (25; col. 8, lines 22-29) 
having a central opening (81), a support member (27), a dispensing device (20) 
located in a transition region with said dispensing device secured to said liquid 
conduit so as to maintain the dispensing device directly in the liquid stream with 
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said dispensing device comprising a dispensing container having a liquid 
dispensable material contained therein for dispensing the liquid dispensable 
material at a first rate when the there is no liquid flow through the liquid conduit 
and at a second rate in response to liquid flowing through the liquid conduit (col. 
9, lines 11-21). 

14. Claims 6-8, 10-14, and 20-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Mackey (US Pat No 3,867,290). 

Mackey teaches a filter (56), a liquid conduit (26, 52) for directing a liquid 
stream therethrough, a cap (54) having a sealing member (58), a dispensing 
device () located in a transition region with said dispensing device secured to 
said liquid conduit and mounted on a container wall (bottom of container 22) so 
as to maintain the dispensing device directly in the liquid stream with said 
dispensing device comprising a dispensing container having a liquid dispensable 
material contained therein for dispensing the liquid dispensable material at a first 
rate when the there is no liquid flow through the liquid conduit and at a second 
rate in response to liquid flowing through the liquid conduit (col. 3, lines 10-29). 

15. Claims 6-8 and 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Richards (US Pat No 3,864,090). 

Richards teaches a diverter (28), a liquid conduit (128, 130, 14) for 
directing a liquid stream therethrough, a cap (18) having a threaded sealing 
member (69; Fig. 2), a dispensing device (16) located in a transition region with 
said dispensing device secured to said liquid conduit so as to maintain the 
dispensing device directly in the liquid stream with said dispensing device 
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comprising a dispensing container having a liquid dispensable material contained 
therein for dispensing the liquid dispensable material at a first rate when the 
there is no liquid flow through the liquid conduit and at a second rate in response 
to liquid flowing through the liquid conduit (col. 4, lines 48-61). 

16. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lewis 
(US Pat No 3,899,425). 

Lewis teaches a dispenser (92, 94, 96), a liquid filter housing (38) having a 
chamber therein, a cap (84) on said liquid filter housing, a sealing member (66) 
for sealing said cap to said dispenser, said cap (84) having an opening therein 
for mounting a dispenser to permit liquid flowing therethrough to generate the 
dispersant at a second rate when the liquid is flowing through said liquid filter 
housing and at a first rate when the liquid is not flowing though said liquid filter 
housing (col. 4, lines 46-61). 

1 7. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by 
Graves (US Pat No 5,409,604). 

Graves teaches a liquid filter housing (270) having a chamber therein, a 
cap (254) on said liquid filter housing, said cap having an opening (Fig. 11) 
therein for mounting a dispenser thereto with the dispenser able to permit liquid 
flowing therethrough to generate the dispersant at a second rate when the liquid 
is flowing through said liquid filter housing and at a first rate when the liquid is not 
flowing though said liquid filter housing, and at least two dispensers (285, 286) 
are mounted in said cap with each extending partially into the chamber. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

18. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

19. Claims 9, 23, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over any one Hammonds, Brandreth, III, Watson, Mackey, and 
Lewis. 

The primary references are described above. The references do not 
disclose providing fingers frictionally engaging an inlet, a flange on the dispenser 
or a finger grip on the dispenser. 

Per claim 9, it submitted that substituting one known means for 
attachment for another is well within the purview of the skilled artisan as a matter 
of design choice, absent a proper showing of a new and unexpected result. 
Further, it is noted that applicant has not provided for the record via, for example, 
comparative test data, a proper showing any new or unexpected result issuing 
from utilized the instantly recited engaging means. 

Per claim 23, it is submitted that it is well known in the art to provide a 
flange and sealing ring on a dispenser in order to, for example, reliably mate and 
seal two surfaces together (see, for example, US Pat No 4,735,782 to Wicker et 
al.). Accordingly, it would have been readily obvious for the skilled artisan to 
modify any of the primary references such that it has a flange and sealing ring on 
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a dispenser in order to, for example, reliably mate and seal two surfaces 
together, as known in the art. 

Per claim 25, it is submitted that is it well known in the art to provide a 
finger grip on a housing in order to, for instance, easily manipulate a container 
(see, for example, US Pat No 4,241 ,025 to Grayson, IV et al.). Accordingly, it 
would have been readily obvious for the skilled artisan to modify any of the 
primary references such that it has a finger grip in order to, for example, easily 
manipulate the container, as known in the art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

20. Claims 1-5 and 15-19 are allowed. 

21 . The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 

Claims 1 and 15 are allowed for the reasons provided by the previous 
Examiner in the Office Action mailed to applicant on September 21 , 2005. 

Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. References are cited of interest to show the state of art. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Fred Prince whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 165. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 6:30- 
4:00; alt. Fridays 6:30-3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1 166. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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